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law of evolution by natural selection, it remained
open to those who dreaded the great discoverer's
authority to contend that he had left the matter
undecided. By publishing The Descent of Man
in 1871, the master closed that door of escape, and
definitely placed himself by the side of his German
disciple Haeckel. Nor were the English Darwinians
at any pains to conceal what they regarded as the
inconsistency of the new theory with the old
beliefs. While carefully repudiating philosophical
materialism, they taught something no less hostile
to the idea that the world had been created, or was
governed, by a superhuman intelligence and will.
In his Presidential Address to the British Associa-
tion (1874) Professor Tyndall, speaking for the
physicists, announces that " we claim and we shall
wrest from theology the entire domain of cosmo-
logical theory." He " discerns in matter the
promise and potency of all terrestrial life." At the
same meeting Huxley explained that our so-called
voluntary movements are simply processes in the
mechanism of the nervous system, connected by an
unbroken continuity with the great series of causes
and effects composing the sum of existence.

Such a conclusion was already implicit in the
law of universal causation which Mill, thirty years
earlier, had made the very foundation of inductive
logic. But Mill failed to grasp the implications of
his own philosophy. Dying at Avignon in 1873,
he left behind him three unpublished Essays on
Religion, which appeared in the following year.
One of these deals with theism. All the usual
arguments of natural theology for the existence of
a God are passed in review and rejected, with the